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discover what, if anything, they mean when they say Islam*,
except the Muslim community and loyalty to it; or, more
usually, the Indian Muslim community and loyalty to it;
or even the Muslim League and loyalty to it. Usually they
do not govern their lives by their religion in any other sense,
their decisions are not influenced by it, their ideals and
objectives do not derive from it. Often they do not know
very much about their religion in any other sense. There
is little concern with God ; with personal salvation; with
morality; with worship. Recently, it is true, efforts have
been made to revive strict adherence to the sharl'ah^ in
order to help preserve the community intact; but to im-
pose that ancient code upon modern bourgeois life is clearly
an artificial and a foredoomed move. Intelligent people as
long ago as Sir Sayyid and as recently as Iqbll (in his better
moments) knew that it neither could be, nor ought to be,
done.;
(Related to this religiously conservative trend, is the
feeling on which batten the propaganda cries of ' Islam is in
danger', 'Islamic culture is in danger'. Naturally, any
culture, any system, of yesterday is in grave danger, ,in the
fast-moving world of to-day. Society is changing, and will
continue to change radically. If Islam, or any other religion,
hopes to survive, it must adapt itself to the new world,
must answer new questions and meet new needs. But mer^
find it much easier to protest irately, than to work out
those answers and those ways of meeting needs. Islam is
indeed in danger ; but the more conservative and the more
communalist Islam is, the greater the danger. \
And it is easy to let oneself be confused into thinking
that the danger to Islam comes from Hinduism and the
Hindus. If the menace is not the religiousness of Gandhi,
then it is the irreligiousness of Jawahar Lai. Because
* Hindu culture * in India is more industrialized than the
less advanced 'Muslim culture', therefore even the
infiltration of Western bourgeois ' materialism' can be
interpreted as coming from (or at least by way of) .the
Hindus,